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After these words of the statue, for a moment King Bhoja was (motionless) as if
changed into a painted picture (because of his amazement); and then, shaking his
head, he returned again to his palace.
Here ends the twentieth story
beief recension of £0
Again a statue said: O Mng, listen.
When the king, wandering over the earth, had visited many cities and pilgrimage-
places, once in a certain city he visited the god ha a (^iva-temple, and sat down there
for a moment. At this time three foreigners arrived and sat down there, and began to
converse with one another: "We have seen many pilgrimage-places and great marvels
upon the earth; but we have not seen the great saint Trikalanatha, altho we went to
his mountain." One of them said: "It is a hard matter to see him; coils of serpents lie
in the way of those who go thither, and one's life might be lost; and in that case what
would be gained? Where the merchandise is lost, what sort of commerce can there be?
And it is said:
1. A prudent man should not undertake fruitless tasks, those which come to a
bad end, those which imply destruction, and those which are impossible to per-
form."
When they had said this they were silent. Hearing this the king went forth to see
Trikalanatha. On the way lay coils of serpents; and only with difficulty he reacht
the spot, and beheld Trikalanatha. Then the king became freed from the serpents*
coils and made an obeisance. He gave him a blessing (and said): " O king, why have
you come hither with great toil ? You must be extremely weary." The king said:
** My weariness has disappeared at the sight of you; I have become happy." Then
the great saint was pleased, and gave him a cloth, and a (magic) wand-sword, and a
piece of chalk. If a line was drawn with the chalk with the right hand, the army of
whoever toucht it became alive. And drawn with the left hand it destroyed a hostile
army. The cloth granted wishes. Such were the powers of the things. Then the
king departed; and on the road he beheld a majestic man, and askt him: " Who are
you ? " He said: " The heirs ,have taken away my kingdom and sought to kill me,
so I fled; and now I am much distrest because there is no one to take my part."
Then the king told him not to fear and gave him that boon.
The statue said: O king, let him ascend this throne who has such magnanunity.
Here ends the twentieth story
jainistic recension of 20
When King Bhoja again on another occasion had made complete preparations for
the coronation-rite and was ascending the throne, the twentieth statue said: " O
king, he who has magnanimity like Yikramaditya's mounts upon this throne." And
when the king askt" Of what sort was that magnanimity ? " the statue said: " 0 king,
la Avantr-city, the noble King Yikrama. As he was traveling abroad to view strange
sights, he came to a city Padmalaya. In a temple outside of this city four pilgrims
had entered ia before him, and the king also entered in there. At this time they were
saying to one another: " We have seen many places of pilgrimage by land and water [?J»

